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Guest Editorial
Ray Mclaughlin ,DMD

Wait! Stop

y medical insurance company refused to pay for a medical test my
Mwife needs. So I thought: What does dental insurance do for ME,
the general dentist?

. It may not pay me!
. It will definitely pay me late!
. It will not pay me what I really earn, so I write off thousands of dollars annually.
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. It limits what procedures patients think they can have done, by imposing low
maximums.

. It sets a fee for electives it won’t even cover!

. It does not do what patients think it should, while making them mad at me.

. It sets my fees, regardless of what expense is required for me to provide a service.
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. It discourages cosmetic restorations, even changing my procedure codes to fit
company rules.
9. It limits state-of-the-art dentistry.
10. It makes me pay to generate a lot of useless paper, or pay an outside company for
“e-claims”.
11. Submitting claims costs me a lot of postage, in addition to follow-up claims for
corrections to their initial errors in payment.
12. It causes further expense in follow-up billing after the insurance payment is received —
if they pay at all.

13. It tells my patients which dentists they can and cannot see for treatment.

Dental insurance is GREAT! (lol). So why do we bow down to it? Can we not see the path to
socialized dentistry is only just behind socialized medicine? Most dental specialists have avoided
contractual agreements, since there are fewer of them in the profession. Insurance is afraid to limit
access-to-care for the specialists, but not us. They know somebody down the street will take
whatever they will pay.

We have seen how powerful the insurance companies are, due to the lack of progress made by
our own AIDA, in eliminating these problems. This issue has been tied up in Alabama courts, and
may not be resolved for the next ten to twenty years. Companies can band together, but if private
practitioners so much as discuss the idea of discontinuing contractual agreements with them, we,
too, may end up in court, or blacklisted by the industry.

Is this what we spent over twenty years fighting for? Dentistry is still fun. It is rewarding
psychologically, and can also be rewarding financially. We love our patients, and want to provide
the best care for each one of them, rather than “what insurance will pay for.”

Do some soul-searching; see what you are giving up, both for yourselves and for your patients.
Make it right.

Dr. Ray McLaughlin, Secretary, AIAGD, Ozark, Alabama

Opinions and viewpoints are always welcomed. However, the opinions expressed are those of
the writer, and may not necessarily be that of the AGD or ALAGD
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President’s Message
Guy Rosenstiel, DMD, FAGD

Hey, to everyone, as we say here in the South.

My name is Guy Rosenstiel. I am a general dentist, practicing every year since graduating
in 1989, in our state of Alabama. I am also a son, brother, spouse, parent, stepparent,
and some say, friend to others. I am very proud of the roles I have, as they are what fulfill me.

You may see yourself in me.

While I am very fortunate and blessed by God to have family and friends, I am also very
lucky to belong to the AGD. By maintaining membership in the Academy of General Dentistry,
achieving Fellowship, or Mastership, fulfills a place in me. The Academy gives me access to the
knowledge base to be “the dentist” in that list of roles I take very seriously. If you recognized
yourself, stop and reflect on your personal mission of being the best you can be.

I am the president of the Alabama Academy of General Dentistry for the next 342 days.
This is very good and very bad. Very good, in that I get to plan this year’s September Sandestin
meeting. Very bad in that it’s a lot of work. Fortunately, I am surrounded by experts, and I want
to tell them “Thank YOU?” for all they do. I am not kidding, we have a lot of work to do before
September, in order to have a successful meeting. These folks who will be working so diligently

need a “pat on the back”. So.... Speak to them when you can.

My theme this year is all about “The New Dentist”. I think the technical definition of
a “New Dentist” is someone who has practiced fewer than five years. But my definition of
“New Dentist” is anyone who is still learning, and will apply that knowledge to help his or

her patients.

This year’s meeting will offer CE on IMPLANT SURGERY that generalists perform.
Courses will be offered concerning BONE GRAFTING, SOFT TISSUE GRAFTING, CONE
BEAM HARDWARE and SOFTWARE, ORAL PATHOLOGY and BIOPSY TECHNIQUES,
MEDICAL EMERGENCIES, OSHA, INFECTION CONTROL, LASER PERIODONTAL
THERAPY, and a COMMUNICATION course, all taught by fantastic speakers.

I also want to point out that one course topic is relevant to every parent and grandparent

— WHAT WE DON'T KNOW ABOUT WHAT WE DON’T KNOW ABOUT OUR KID’S
AND DRUGS, information provided by an ex-DEA agent. We are also offering FREE CPR

instruction to the first 35 who sign up!

So.....be an old “NEW Dentist” like me, and pick up something very new.

I am looking forward to getting to know you all better. If I can be of assistance, it will be
my privilege.

See you in September,

In addition to those folks on page two (officers and Board members), I want to thank:
Bobby Babb, Gary Myers, Martha Junkin, Angie Gilliver, Bud Rogers, Randy Weldon, Bob
DeShazer, Mike Edwards, Steve Stricklin, John Barnes, Gordon Isbell, Bobby Moore, Paul
Bussman and many others who helped make this the best constituent in the AGD.

Guy

(DrGuy@AGD.org)
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Dr. Bruce Burton conducted a seminar
Jor the Senior dental students during the
School of Dentistry Alumni meeting in
Birmingham. Bruce was president of the
AGD in 2006 and practices in Oregon.

The 2008-2009 Officers were installed at the
February board meeting. The bylaws were changed
to allow the officers to assume duty in February
instead of June as in the past. There will still be

a president’s reception at the ALADA meeting in
June. Shown left to right: Editor, Bill Chesser;
Treasurer, Doug Beckham; President Elect, Tim
Brooks; Vice President, Milton Essig; Secretary,
Ray McLaughlin, President, Guy Rosenstiel

Dr Burton and Dr. Essig discuss leadership strategies at the seminar for ALAGD members
during the School of Dentistry Alumni meeting.

Dr. Bill Ingram (right) presents the final installment
of the $50,000 commitment for the Capilouto

endowment to Dean Huw Thomas Senior dental students work together to solve problems during Dr. Butons presentation.
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Immediate Past President’s Message

William Ingram, DMD, MAGD

Dear ALAGD Members,

concluded my duties as President of your Alabama Academy of General Dentistry at the
ISunday morning Board of Directors meeting and called General Assembly.

At our General Assembly we voted in our new Constitution and Bylaws. The big-
gest change is that we have moved from a fiscal year to a calendar year. Being installed as
president during the ALDA Annual Session in June of 2007 and becoming Immediate Past
President on February 3rd of 2008 gives me the dubious honor of having filled the shortest
term in office of any ALAGD president. Our new president, Dr. Guy Rosenstiel will have
the second shortest term and then all of our officers will have regular year-long terms. The
move to calendar year was made to bring our Alabama constituent in line with the National
AGD and is something that National had requested of all constituents. I want to thank
Gary Myers and Howard Gamble for all of their hard work in getting the Constitution and
Bylaws updated. This has been a very long ongoing project.

As I mentioned, our new president, Dr. Guy Rosenstiel was installed along with our
other officers after elections were held on Sunday morning of Alumni Weekend. Please give
Guy all of the support that you can to keep the ALAGD at the top of the game. Guy has
planned a meeting that will be unlike any that we have seen at our meeting in Sandestin in
September of 2008. There will be a strong surgical and implant emphasis during this meet-
ing. Guy recently completed the implant continuum at the Medical College of Georgia and
is bringing in fresh ideas and speakers that won’t be the “same old grind”. I am personally
really looking forward to Guy’s meeting!

Our membership chair, Nancy Hein, had a pizza party for freshmen and sophomore
dental students in November and it was well attended. During Alumni Weekend, we wel-
comed Dr. Bruce Burton, AGD past president, to Alabama. Dr. Burton held a well-attended
session on leadership for the senior dental students on Friday of Alumni Weekend. Dr.
Burton led a leadership workshop for the ALAGD leadership and those interested in leader-
ship on Saturday. I really got a lot out of Dr. Burton’s presentation and wish more of you
could have attended. On Saturday evening our Immediate Past President, Dr. Gary Myers
and his wonderful wife, “Scooter”, hosted a “Southern Barbeque Welcome” for Dr. Burton.
Dr. Burton continued his presentation in the Myers home and it was a moving experience.
Dr. Burton was a guest in the Myers home for the weekend and I want to express my most
sincere appreciation to Gary and Scooter for opening their lovely home to Dr. Burton and
the ALAGD leadership!

During Alumni Weekend, the ALAGD also completed the last of our $50,000 pledge
initiated by Bob DeShazer and others in 2005 to the University of Alabama School of Den-
tistry Mary Lynn Capilouto Endowment. In recognition of our support, the sixth floor CE
room [601] has been named the Alabama Academy of General Dentistry Conference Room.
I made the presentation of the final $5,000 installment during a meeting of the Leadership
Council on Saturday afternoon of Alumni Weekend.

Our national meeting will be in Orlando this year and I am serving as a delegate.

If any of you have any issues that you are strongly concerned with, please be sure to send
them to me. Things should be great in Orlando; it is a great spot to bring your family to
enjoy the local attractions as well.

It has been an honor and privilege to serve you and I look forward to helping our future
ALAGD leaders in any capacity that they might desire. Please help support all of our future
leaders!

Yours,

Bilbo
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Editor’s Notes
Bill Chesser, DMD, MAGD

IT°S WHAT’S HAPP’NING NOW!

labama AGD as well as national AGD are both buzzing, and here are a few things to
keep in mind right now about our profession.

National AGD News:

The AGD website has been modified and updated. To enter the “Members Only” sec-
tion, you must supply your personal AGD number, remembering that the password will
be your own birth date (i.e.: 10071939), using no separation spaces.

The upper-right-hand corner of the screen has a brown box containing four new
items: (1) AGD Pod Cast, which features interviews with general dentists and specialists.
(2) GD, which stands for General Discussion, giving you an opportunity to review a case
study, then read other members’ comments, adding your own if you like. (3) AGD Blog,
a new blog with fresh entries posted each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. (4) AGD RSS
(Really Simple Syndication) Feed, which includes updates delivered right to your personal
computer.

Also available at this newly designed web site is information on our annual meeting,
planned this year for July 16-20 in sunny Orlando.

Alabama AGD Items of Interest:

Speaking of websites, our own Alabama AGD is considering possibilities to update
ours. Being discussed right now is providing a way to register for meetings online, as well
as to process credit cards for registration fees payment.

The Executive Board has signed a contract with the Sandestin Hilton for three more
years of annual meetings (through 2011), using the same Tuesday-Friday schedule fol-
lowed in 2007, the week of Labor Day. Do you have a preference concerning this time
frame? If so, please let us know.

NEWSFLASH: Around-the-State meeting this year is planned for April 18, in
Huntsville. The featured speaker will be Dr. Marty Zase, a Past-President of the American
Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry.

Our key speaker at the Gulf Shores ALDA/AGD Clinical meeting for AGD on June
12 will be Dr. Michael Miller. Dr Miller will address “The REALITY View on Products
and Techniques—What You Need to Know BEFORE Using Them on Patients.”

At the annual Review of Dentistry in September, our National Board of Trustees will

be meeting with us at the Sandestin Hilton. Their attendance is a great honor for all of us,
and you will have a stellar opportunity to meet and talk with national leaders here on our
own turf.

Practice Act Legislation:

Big news is brewing in Montgomery for private dental practitioners. Two bills coming
before the Alabama Senate will affect the Alabama Dental Practice Act. One Senate Bill,
441, will double the number of members on the Board of Dental Examiners of Alabama,
and will also dictate whom the BDEA may hire for legal counsel. The ALDA Board of
Trustees does not support limiting the BDEA in such a manner. Keep your eyes and ears

open on this situation!
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Save the Date. ‘

July 16-20, 2008 -

Academy
of General Dentistry

Orlando

Annual Meeting & Exhibits

www.agd2008orlando.org

ALABAMA ACADEMY OF GENERAL DENTISTRY
APPLICATION FOR CHARITABLE DONATION

AIAGD Member
AGD Number
Telephone Number
E-mail Address
Entity requesting funds

Please give a brief description of charity, individual, organization, etc.

and explain how funds would be used.

Is other funding available?

Contact person for group requesting funds

Telephone

E-mail address
Is there anything special you would like the AIAGD to know in

considering

this request?

Please mail the completed application to:

AIAGD, 2720 Colonial Drive, N.E., Tuscaloosa, AL 35404
All requests will be considered and recipients will be notified by March 1.

TENTATIVE LIST OF SPEAKERS FOR THE
2008 ANNUAL REVIEW OF DENTISTRY

Dr. Mike Pruett First 100 Things to Know for the G.P about
Surgical Implantology

Lorraine Guth Communication and Case Presentation

Scott Herndon CPR Class with NO FEE 1o the first 35
registered participants

Dr. Andrew Kelly Soft Tissue, Hard Tissue Grafting

Dr. Joe Camp Advancing Your Endodontic Skills, plus
participation

Dr. Dale Miles Cone Beam VT, Software Interpretation,
Treatment Planning by Computer

Jackie Dorst Technology & Technique (Infection Control)

Dr. Charles Braga Periolase LANAP

Dr. PD. Miller Cutting Edge Soft Tissue Plastic Surgery
Perio Technique

Dr. Howard Gamble Technology Update for Dentistry

Dr. Patricia DeVilliers  Hard Tissue Pathology, Soft Tissue Pathology
and Biopsy Technique

Dr. Frank Higginbottom Prosthetic Planning Associated with Im-
Pplants

Dr. Chris Rothman  Emergency Protocol
Robert Stutman Not My Kid! Not My Company! Con-

cerns Drug Culture

Alabama Academy of General Dentistry News/ezzer © Winter 2008






