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PiCK YOUR POiSON: 
aCidiC dENTaL aCRONYMS

 Editor’s Notes
 Bill Chesser, DMD, MAGD

The “Access-to-Care” dilemma is a Hot Topic in dentistry today. There are many 
suggested solutions fl oating around, and some of them are not so good.
Imagine this scenario: Patient A arrives at a dental clinic with a problem, and 

asks to see the doctor. “Well, sir, we don’t have a real doctor here, but the ADHP will be glad to see you.” (Transla-
tion: Advanced Dental Hygiene Practitioner, who has had some training in doing fi llings and extractions.)

“You mean there is no dentist in this clinic?” asks Mr. A, now in severe pain.
“No, but you could see the hygienist, who is also seeing patients without a doctor on site.”
Now, in a perfect world, we would like to know Mr. A would avow, “No thanks. I’ll go fi nd a real dentist.” 

But, more than likely, because of his limited fi nances, poor dental health I.Q., or remote location, he may choose 
to be treated by the ADHP. 

He may be OK, but as we in the dental trenches all know, many people who seek emergency care are already 
compromised medically, and even simple procedures done by a licensed dentist can become complicated very 
quickly.

ADHP is only one of several acronyms which are currently on the horizon. In Alaska, we already have the 
DHAT (Dental Health Aid Therapist), who is working today without on-site supervision, doing irreversible pro-
cedures after only eighteen months of post-high school “training.” Your Editor discussed the subject in an earlier 
editorial, which expressed disappointment in the ADA’s handling of this situation.

The ADA is now promoting a program for CDHC (Community Dental Health Coordinator). At the Octo-
ber national convention in San Antonio, ADA will ask the House of Delegates for $5,000,000 (yes, that’s millions, 
from your dues) to promote this provider program. At this time, there are no plans for the CDHC to provide 
treatment, but this may allow the “crack in the dike” availing a move to the next step.

The AGD is rightfully concerned about “Access-to-Care”, and has facilitated a Task Force to produce a 
“White Paper”, educating general dentists as well as legislators and potential patients in possible ways to maintain 
the best oral health care possible. (To view details, please go to www.agd.org.) The six-person group included three 
from our own Region 19: Carter Brown, Greensville, SC; Mark Ritz, Homerville, GA; Howard Gamble, Sheffi eld, 
AL.

“Access-to-Care” is a complicated problem. A discussion on mid-level providers assumes as a given that we 
have a shortage of dentists. Some believe the real concern is that dentists do not choose to practice in certain 
remote areas, which produces access problems. 

Fear of treatment, low dental I.Q., and money problems also factor into the dilemma. It is our opinion that 
these circumstances will not be solved by a two-tiered dental delivery system using “mid-level providers.” 

Dr. Vincent Mayher, of New Jersey, our AGD Immediate-Past-President, says, “Dumbing-down dentistry is 
not the answer. As primary care providers, we are ready, willing, and able to serve.” 

The aGd “White Paper” has a laundry list of solutions to the problem of access- to-care. 
A few of note include:

1. Providing tax credits for establishing a dental practice in under-served areas. Maine 
    is already trying this, for fi ve dentists willing to participate.

2. Offering scholarships for dental students, in exchange for serving in remote areas for a            

    certain length of time.

3. Expanding the role that retired dentists can fi ll in providing service to indigent   

    populations.

4. Raising Medicaid reimbursement, and eliminating extraneous paperwork. 

 The “White Paper” addresses many feasible solutions, and each of us needs to educate ourselves on the 
details. We are on the threshold of a possible upheaval in dentistry, which could set our profession back decades. 
“dumbing-down” dentistry cannot become the answer. We do not want non-dentists doing our jobs.

 What do you Alabama dentists think? Email me (wchesser313@charter.net) with your responses, and we 
can share ideas in our next issue of The Alabama Composite.
______

[The opinions expressed here are those of your Editor, and do no necessarily refl ect those of the Alabama AGD]
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President’s Message
Guy Rosenstiel, DMD, FAGD

HELLO, TO EVERYONE!

I have to say, even though the world may be in a fi nancial crisis, we all have so much to be thank-
ful for. We have our beliefs, our families, our friends, and hopefully some form of good health.  
In addition, we have food to eat, roofs over our head, and clothes to keep us warm. Just this 

much is huge!
But we also have our education and our development of self, sometimes through our continu-

ing professional education. I hope that everyone who reads this has had some fraction of what I feel I 
have received from my time in the AGD. This organization has given so much to me, and I know it 
has changed my enjoyment of what we all do everyday. This is a letter of thanks to all those who have 
helped shape the AGD, enabling it to offer the real gift I have received from my participation.

These people, far too many to name, are the ones to whom I owe so much. I can only try to give 
back in whatever way the organization can use, and I look forward to any opportunity to do so.

I am making these statements because I want 
to express what my involvement has meant to me, 
but also to be sure to inform all those who haven’t 
been involved to fi nd a way to participate. We have 
to make a conscious decision to do so. Once I got 
started it was so rewarding, I can’t even imagine the 
time before I became involved.   I want to extend the 
invitation, and the gift of participation, to every-
one who will accept it. If this is something you feel 
drawn to do, just call me or email me.

Thanks to everyone who has helped me, not just 
over the past president’s year, but for all the years I 
have enjoyed. My only regret is I can’t start over and 
do it all again.

Guy Rosenstiel DMD
DrGuy@AGD.org

Dr. Howard Gamble gives instructions to the new delegates 
at the 2008 Annual Session in Orlando. Howard has an-
nounced that he intends to run for Vice President of the 
AGD at the 2009 Annual Session in Baltimore. If elected he 
will become President of AGD in 2011. Howard will fi nish 
his second term as Speaker of the House in 2009. Gamble 
has served AGD and the profession of dentistry well since 
graduating from the U of A School of Dentistry in 1967. 
We in Alabama and Region 19 wish him the best in this 
endeavor and will do everything possible to lend him our 
support

Dr. Guy wins the BIG ONE!! An 18K gold Rolex, 
raffeled by AL-D-Pac.
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AnnuAl AGD MeetinG, 
Disney World is the perfect place 

for family vacations, so this year’s 
national AGD convention made 

everyone happy! Dentists and staff were offered 
the best C.E. in the world, and the governance 
aspect allowed old friends to meet and greet 
while keeping current in various aspects of the 
dental profession.

Our opening session was kicked off with 
an outstanding address delivered by Captain 
James Lovell, Jr., astronaut and commander of 
Apollo 13. His inspiring account of the near 
disaster of Apollo 13 held us all spellbound. 
He “walked us through” the dramatic events, 
detailing the teamwork, both aboard the ship 
and on the ground, which brought the astro-
nauts home safely.

Alabama was, once again, honored with 
the “Constituent of the Year” award, and Dr. 
Tim Brooks was given an award for outstand-
ing service as Public Information Officer in 
Alabama.

Dr. Bill Ingram represented us compe-
tently as Chair of the Reference Committee on 

Legislation. Dr. Howard Gamble, Speaker of 
the House, did an exceptional job controlling 
the House of Delegates, serving the first year 
of his second two-year term.

Two Alabama dentists earned their 
Mastership Awards, while four attained their 
Fellowship Awards. (See Page Four)

During the House of Delegates ses-
sion, outgoing president Dr. Vinny Mayher 
recounted the AGD successes of the last few 
years, such as the support of dental treatment 
for Special Olympians, Online Provider Direc-
tory, and advocacy of the AGD ensuring that 
members who earn Mastership and Fellowship 
Awards can display their honors on their let-
terheads. (Some states had not allowed this in 
the past.)

The most significant resolution considered 
and adopted by the House involved the “White 
Paper” on access to care (See Editorial, Page 
Two). The AGD is ready to take a stand on 
this important issue, which deeply affects our 
profession.

Dr. Mayher had the pleasure of installing 

the first female president of AGD, Dr. Paula 
Jones, of Illinois. Dr. Jones, a former RDH, 
has been actively involved in our organization 
since graduation from dental school, serving in 
many capacities on the way to the presidency.

See what you missed, if you were not at 
AGD Orlando? Get ready now for next summer’s 
AGD convention (July 8-12, 2009) in Baltimore, 
MD. Whatta harbor! Whatta crabcake! What-an 
opportunity!

The Region 19 group enjoys a 
trip to downtown Disney.

Dr. Fares Elias, the elected Vice President, shown 
here with his wife and daughter.
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Dr. Bill Ingram accepts the Constituent of the Year Award from President Vinny Mayher, Dr. 
Mark Donald also congratulates Alabama.

Captain James Lovell, Jr. gives a dramatic account of his 
experience on the Apollo13 Mission.

Dr. Tim Brooks receives the Award of  
Excellence as Public Information Officer  
for Alabama from President Mayher.

Dr. Gamble, Speaker of the House confers 
with Executive Director Christie Tarantino.

Dr. Mayher congratulates Paul Bussman for 
his service as Chairman of the AGD Annual 
Meetings Council

AnnuAl AGD MeetinG, 

     Region 19 folks get ready to see the 
exciting show of Cirque du Soleil.

*
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2008 ANNUAL REVIEWBetween the Tempests 
The 2008 Annual Review of Dentistry was 

a spectacular event. Along with the usual 
activities which make this meeting the envy 

of constituents all over America, we were forced 
to press on while Hurricane Gustav lurked out in 
the western Gulf of Mexico, boiling up our surf 
at the Sandestin Hilton Resort. No sooner had we 
returned home at week’s end, when Hurricane Ike 
raised its violent head! Perhaps we should consider 
moving our dates to January, while hurricanes are 
sleeping. (Just kidding!)

We shared the hotel with many Louisiana 
evacuees, along with their beloved household pets. 
They were trying to enjoy the beach while attempt-
ing not to think about what might be happening 
back home.

National Offi cers and BOT Join Alabama AGD
Now, back to the meeting. In addition to 

outstanding C.E. and planned parties, golf, and 
a fi shing tournament, there were several fi rsts this 
year. We had notable visitors. The national AGD 
Board of Trustees selected our Annual Review site 
to convene their BOT meeting. We often have 
national offi cers honoring us with their presence, 
but this time, they ALL came!

We had a great time mingling with our 
VIP’s, getting to know each of them while exchang-
ing ideas about important stuff, like football, deep 
sea fi shing, and even dentistry. We also welcomed 
the fi rst-ever female national president, Dr. Paula 
Jones, from Illinois.

During the much-anticipated “Winning 
Night at the Exhibit Hall”, over $8,000 in prizes 
were given away. The Al-D-PAC chose this meet-

ing to draw for an 18 K gold Rolex watch, which 
had been used as a fund-raising project. Dr. Guy 
Rosenstiel 2008 Alabama AGD president and leader 
of this year’s meeting, won the raffl e.

Spouses’ Brunch a Winner
Our Spouses’ Brunch, hosted by Dr. and Mrs. 

Rosenstiel, featured a dynamic speaker, former DEA 
Agent Bob Stutman. His message, “Not My Kid! 
Not My Company!” warned about the dangers of 
substance abuse today. His most startling point was 
that smoking, begun at an early age, is the most 
telling sign of early—and often uncontrolled—drug 
use in young people. He is all about empowering 
and protecting our families from what has become 
the greatest health issue in America.

AlDA Special Committee Forum
Thursday evening, an open forum was held 

with the Special Committee of the Alabama 
Dental Association, which had been formed at the 
direction of the AlDA House of Delegates. This 
group functions as a liaison with various factions 

of the dental community which are concerned 
with changes in the Dental Practice Act. Ques-
tions were asked, points were raised, and those 
present were assured of later forums to be held at 
other locations.

Dr. Tim Brooks’s Plans for 2009 Annual Review
The 2009 Annual Review is being planned by 

President-Elect Dr. Tim Brooks, who already has 
an impressive lineup of speakers committed. Many 
people volunteer their time to make this yearly 
meeting happen, and sincere thanks go out to each 
person who made the effort for the 2008 event.

To reiterate, Sandestin Beach has one of the 
most beautiful resorts in the Southeast. Alabama 
AGD offers incredible CE and the latest dental 
technology at a practical fee. There are plenty of 
activities for the whole family (Did we mention 
the Fireworks Spectacular? The Sand Art Contest? 
Impressive Exhibit Hall Displays?)

Mark your 2009 date books now, the week of 
Labor Day, for this delightful opportunity to enjoy 
Dr. Tim Brook’s AGD Annual Review. 

President Guy and wife 
Wendy welcome everyone to 
the Labor day Luau.

Dr. and Mrs. Johnny 
Keyton of Dothan enjoy 
the meeting. It is the qual-
ity time and togetherness 
without the eight children.

It takes a lot of preparation to get the speakers set to 
go. Here Bud Rogers consults with Jackie Dorst and 
the hotel technician to make sure everything 
is working.

Dean Huw Thomas (center) chatting with 
members on the Solaris.Dr. Vinny Mayher and wife Elaine (couple on right) 

pose with speaker Dr. Patricia De Villiers and her 
husband.

Mike Thompson Trustee, Region 14, Dr. Howard 
Gamble, Speaker of the House, Dr. Jeff Cole, 
National Treasurer, and Erin Berggen of the AGD 
staff aboard the Solaris.

Regional Director Carol Wooden attends the ALAGD 
board meeting while Howard Gamble looks on.

Happy Door prize 
winner.

President Paula Jones with 
Sherry Gamble (right).

Dr. Paula Jones (right) conducts the National Board 
of Trustees meeting. Dr. Linda Edgar, AGD Secretary, 
is to her left.
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We are sincere in con-
gratulating our Mas-
ters and Fellows for 

2008. Thanks go to their families 
for providing the support and 
encouragement to reach this goal

IN THE 54 –YEAR HISTO-
RY OF AGD 14,323 MEMBERS 
HAVE EARNED Fellowship and 
2,378 have received Mastership. 
During the 2008 Convocation 223 
members received Fellowship and 
87 were awarded Mastership. The 
Convocation is a regal event today. 
But in 1962, 20 members were 
awarded Fellowship at a small din-
ner ceremony following a course 
presentation and business meeting

The attainment of these 
awards represents a commitment 
to lifelong learning and support 

Kim Stiegler, DMD, 
MAGD – Mobile

2008 MASTERS AND FELLOWS 
CONVOCATION

James Carroll, DMD, 
MAGD – Auburn

Tanya Robinson, DMD, 
FAGD – Mobile

2008 MASTERS 2008 FELLOWS

Sylvan Dyer, DMD, 
FAGD – Auburn

James Lewis, DMD, 
FAGD – Madison

John York, DMD, FAGD
Arab

John Rutland, DMD, 
FAGD – Guntersville

for the mission of the AGD: to serve 
the needs and to represent the interests of 
general dentists and to foster their con-

tinued profi ciency through continuing 
dental education in order to better 
serve the public.
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