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Can you Teach an Old Dog New Tricks? 
 

I have been editor of the ALAGD 
Composite for 21 years. I finished my 
term as President and immediately 
began the Editorôs job in 1990. I didnôt 
intend to have this position this long, 
but no one seemed to have an interest 
in relieving me of the duty, so Iôm still 
at it. I do enjoy producing the 

Composite, especially since I have my expert proof 
reader (Chris) living in the house. We make a great 
team. 
 
For 20 years I have been so fortunate to have the 
full support of our Board of directors. As I learned 
more about the Editorôs job we transitioned from a 
simple black and white four page issue to a six page 
fold-out version with color. Next came the eight 
page color issues that we use today. At first the 
newsletter was only sent to ALAGD members, and 
then it was extended to all licensed dentists in the 
state and eventually to all Alabama licensed 
dentists. 
 
As 2010 and 2011 unfolded the economy affected 
our organization as it did everyone else. Our board 
has been forced to make some important financial  
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Business decisions for our constituent. We are on the right track. The 
financial situation is showing significant improvement. 
 
The Board has determined that as a cost saving measure the 
Composite budget be cut by 50%. In order to accomplish this two of the 
issues will only go to ALAGD members, one newsletter will be sent to 
all Alabama licensed dentists, and finally one version will be published 
electronically, reaching out to those ALAGD members for whom we 
have email addresses. 
 
If our Executive Director, Howard Gamble can instruct me in the way 
this ñelectronic stuffò works, I will have a new skill to use. Therefore if 
you are reading this issue (and I would be interested to know how 
many actually get it) 

An old dog has been taught a new trick! 
 
 Bill Chesser, DMD,MAGD 
 Editor, Alabama Composite 
 

 

This photo did not make the cover this year, but the view is beautiful. 
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DR. BOB MOORE 2012 ALAGD PRESIDENT 
 
 With this, our first online Alabama Composite issue, we welcome Dr. 

Bob Moore as our incoming ALAGD President. 
Bob, who grew up in Sheffield, Alabama, 
graduating from high school there in 1969, is a 
proud Auburn University Chemical Engineer. 
During his War Eagle years, he was a TVA co-op 
student, working his way through school the old-
fashioned way.  
  

In 1974, Bob entered UAB School of 
Dentistry, graduating four years later in 1978. For thirty-three years since 
then, he has been in private dental practice in Sheffield and Muscle Shoals.  

 
Bob and his lovely wife Patricia, A.K.A. Pat, have four adult children and 

ǘƘǊŜŜ άƎǊŀƴŘōƻȅǎέΣ ŀǎ .ƻō ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ 
them. He is active in their home 
church, where he sings in the choir 
and is a Sunday school teacher. He 
enjoys spending time with family in his 
off-hours. With all of that 
extracurricular activity, Bob has been 
very active in AGD and ALDA. He 
earned the Mastership award several 
years ago 
  

5ǊΦ aƻƻǊŜΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ-term mission work, in which 
he has participated for twenty years. He has worked in South Africa, 
Guatemala, and Costa Rico, and for fourteen years in Honduras.  
  
Bob looks forward to helping provide leadership with ALAGD this coming 
ȅŜŀǊΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ нлмн ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΦ 
 

Dr. Moore treats a patient in Honduras 
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FROM THE DESK OF 
 

Ray H. McLaughlin, DMD 
 
I hope you had a Merry Christmas and have the happiest of 
new years.  2011 closed as a significant turnaround in our 
organization, our profession, and hopefully our economy.  It 
has been inspirational to counsel in a very small way a few 

new dental graduates in our area.  They have landed with both feet on the 
ground and have very bright futures in front of them.  They cannot imagine 
how fast time passes.  I still feel as if I am a newer dentist, but our favorite 
editor (aka Dr. Bill Chesser) brought to my attention that, next to him, I am 
the oldest dentist in town.  Ouch!  
 
Thankfully our so-called rural setting, with only 7 dentists, has been a blessing 
to all of us.  We work well together, socialize, seek advice and serve our 
community with dedication.  Our profession needs to stress the value of 
continuing to recruit these young practitioners to smaller towns around 
Alabama. This is what our ALAGD does 
on a state and national level by bringing 
professionals together.  It continues 
training and motivating us to stay current 
on the best dentistry we can provide for 
our patients, regardless of what area we 
call home.  
 
In a very biased way, I feel my region is 
geographically perfect.  We are 2 hours 

from beautiful beaches; 45 minutes from 
Lake Eufaula, which stretches all the way to Apalachicola, FL; and 3 hours 
from Atlanta, Mobile, and Birmingham.  We have the small-town support 
with the big-city access when wanted.  No wonder the young dentists had no 
problems settling here.  That lesson still needs restating.  Smaller town 
practices can provide all of the things urban ones do--if you look for the 
things you value in life. 

Dr. Ray and Janie admire the sunset 
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Lƴ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ L ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ ![!D5Ωǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ !ƴƎƛŜ DƛƭƭƛǾŜǊΣ ƻǳǊ 
executive director and National President, Dr. Howard Gamble, every officer 
and board member who tirelessly made our year and annual meeting a 
success.  Great recruiting, compiling and composing, educating and managing 
by all of you! 
 
 Appreciatively, 
 
 Ray H. McLaughlin, DMD 
 
 
 

Dr. Ray and long-time friend from Ozark, 
Dr. Charles Smith 

Dr. Ray presents green past-Present coat to Dr. Essig 
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September Meeting in Review 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Past Presidents Bobby Babb and Gary Myers pose for 
the camera 

Speaker and new board member john Coke(l) confers 
with Bud Rogers and Alan Vines 

Howard Gamble presents the Dentist of the Year Award 
to Lyldon Strickland. Dr. Daniel Pittman presents a seminar on the ALL on 4 

Implant Technique 

Dignitaries from National attending the Awards Luncheon. 


